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
To locate and record basic information on 

rock paintings and archaeological sites for the 
purposes of conservation and management.

The social relations, beliefs and economy of 
rock art researchers and managers are as 
important to understand as the social 
relations, beliefs and economy of the people 
who made the rock art.

The Aim
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South Africa has an estimated 15,000 rock art sites with 2,500 recorded in the 
Cederberg

CEDERBERG




The Location








The Inventory
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
The Fieldwork 







Record of the murder of Martha Tobias by David Myburg, 1885




eCRAG archaeological site recordings per year No of sites

2007 23
2008 53
2009 49
2010 138
2011 310
2012 193
2013 80
2014 111
2015 82
2016 64

TOTAL (rock art only) 1103 (841)

The Analysis



Cultural heritage sites in the Matjiesrivier Nature 
Reserve and surrounds




CATEGORY SUB-

CATEGORY
N % TOTAL 

NUMBER
at 145 sites

% 
TOTAL

Humans 1657 49.77
Males 223 13.46

Females 146 8.81
Pos. males 149 8.99
Poss. Fem 56 3.38

Indeterminate 1081 65.24
Therianthrope 2 0.12

Handprints 301 9.04
Footprints 2 0.06

Animals 582 17.48
Patterns 787 23.64
TOTAL 3329 100.00

Matjiesrivier summary




CATEGORY TOTAL NUMBER

582 images, 145 sites
%

17.48
Indeterminate antelope species 194 33.33

Indeterminate animal species 111 19.07

Eland 110 18.90

Elephant 51 9.76

Hartebeest 32 5.50

Ostrich 29 4.98

Rhebuck 24 4.12

Equid / zebra 18 3.09

Lion / feline 4 0.69

Sheep 4 0.69

Baboon 2 0.34

Canid 2 0.34

Snake 1 0.17

Matjiesrivier animals




The Photographic Record



ORIGINAL PHOTO         DSTRETCH ENHANCED



DStretched
images 
originally 
in pale 
pink 
pigment




The Local Community



Graduates, Cederberg Rock Art Tourist Guiding course, 2013



Colin Veloen, Assistant Manager, Matjiesrivier



Arrie Beukes, Manager of Bakkrans private nature reserve



Field assistants Aubrey and Lee-Roman Adams




The Management







The Trail



































Questionnaires 
were completed by 
three different 
groups: 
• Casual visitors
• Archaeological 

Society 
members

• Sport climbers 
and Mountain 
Club members




General public: 31 responses
 Would you like a guide? Yes: 19%
 Rock art information was a highlight: 93%

Rock art interest group: 20 responses
 Most interesting information: rock art, geology, plants, 

general introduction
 Information on app or website? Yes 30%, No 35%, 

ambivalent 25%
 Sport climbers and Mountain Club members
 Requested more information on snakes
 Eco-toilets welcomed

The Public Response
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